
POLS 335: Nations and Nationalism
Spring 2016

TTH: 8:30-9:45am
Location: Tarbutton 105

Professor Danielle F. Jung
Email: danielle.jung@emory.edu
Office Hours: Tuesdays 10-11:00am and by appointment
Location: Tarbutton 332

Co-Instructor: Drew Wagstaff
Email: wawagst@emory.edu
Office Hours: Tuesdays 1-2pm and by appointment
Location: Tarbutton 113C

Course Description

This course explores the interaction between the nation, nationalism, and
conflict. Intrastate conflict, particularly nationalist or ethnic conflict, is now
one of the dominant forms of large-scale violence in the international system.
By contrast, conflict between states has become relatively less common. Af-
ter an introductory survey of contemporary theories of the nation, ethnicity,
ethnic mobilization, and nationalism, this course mainly focuses on why in-
trastate conflict occurs, how it can be resolved, and how recurrent conflict
of this type can be prevented. Using the body of theoretical work in this
area and several prominent conflict cases, students will analyze these core
questions. Only a basic level of knowledge about international relations and
comparative politics is assumed. It is recommended you have taken either
POLS 110 or POLS 120.

Evaluation

Your grade will be determined as follows:

• Short case paper 15 percent: Students will write a short analytical
case study of 5-8 pages. Students will sign up for a case during the
first week. More details about the paper will be distributed in class.
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This will be the same case that you select for your group presentation
(see below).

• Group case presentation and memo 10 percent: Starting on 3/15, the
group of students working on the day’s case will give a 10-15 minute
presentation during the class and post a one page memo outlining
important dates and details of the case for the class on Blackboard.
All members of the group will receive the same grade. After the first
day of class every student will use the link on Blackboard to view
the available cases and then use the link to the Survey to rank their
choices. This needs to be completed by 1/21.

• Midterm Exams 40 percent total: There will be two midterm exams.
The first, on 2/4, will be worth 20 percent. The second, on 3/3, will
be worth 20 percent.

• Final Exam 30 percent: The final exam will be held during the
university scheduled window (currently 5/2 at 3pm). The exam will be
cumulative, but weighted toward material covered since the midterm.

• Attendance and Participation 5 percent: On random days we will
take attendance via clicker or sign-in. Each student can miss a small
number of classes (or experience technological issues) without it im-
pinging on his or her attendance and participation grade. Attendance
is excused in the event of documented illness, family crisis, or sanc-
tioned university event such as athletic competition; an absence is
considered excused only if the student has a letter from the college
office or other appropriate documentation. Any student who accu-
mulates 12 or more unexcused absences will automatically receive a 0
for his or her overall class participation grade. Some days there will
be in-class work or activities. On those days students who are not
there to participate will not receive credit. The Turning Technologies
clicker may be used to facilitate some interactions. There are no ex-
ceptions for students who forget, misplace, or otherwise cannot click
in. Clicking in for someone else in any capacity is an honor code vi-
olation. You must register your clicker with the class during the first
week. Any technological issues related to the clicker are the student’s
responsibility to resolve.
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Policies and Expectations

Electronics

Please silence your cellphones in class (all the way). Laptops and tablets
will not be permitted in class. We will enforce this policy.

Blackboard

If you have a question about the course (both substantive and administra-
tive), chances are someone else in the class has the same question (or one
of your colleagues may have an answer or addition to the question). All
questions should be posted to the discussions section of Blackboard. We
will respond to germane questions on blackboard and/or in class. Questions
that have already been asked and answered (or answered in class) will not
be answered multiple times. Important or especially interesting questions
posed online may also be re-emphasized in class.

Missed classes

Much of the material needed to succeed on the exams and in writing the
papers will be covered in lecture. We will not provide lecture notes or
PowerPoint slides; you need to come to class and take notes. If you have
missed class, please check with your classmates for their notes. If you miss
class due to a documented illness or a family emergency, we will be more
than happy to meet with you in office hours (or by appointment) and answer
any questions you might have about the missed material, but you should still
make sure you have notes and any missed announcements from a classmate.

Students with Disabilities

Emory University is committed under the Americans with Disabilities Act
and its Amendments and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act to providing
appropriate accommodations to individuals with documented disabilities. If
you have a disability-related need for reasonable academic adjustments in
this course, provide the instructor(s) with an accommodation notification
letter from Access, Disabilities Services and Resources office. Students are
expected to give two weeks notice of the need for accommodations. If you
need immediate accommodations or physical access, please arrange to meet
with instructor(s) as soon as your accommodations have been finalized.
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Academic Integrity

The honor code is in effect throughout the semester. By taking this course,
you affirm that it is a violation of the code to cheat on exams, to plagia-
rize, to deviate from the teachers instructions about collaboration on work
that is submitted for grades, to give false information to a faculty member,
and to undertake any other form of academic misconduct. You agree that
the teacher is entitled to move you to another seat during examinations,
without explanation. You also affirm that if you witness others violating
the code you have a duty to report them to the honor council. More in-
formation can be found at http://college.emory.edu/home/academic/honor-
council/misconduct.html

Late papers

All papers and assignments are due on the announced due date and time
specified on the assignment via Blackboard. Any assignment turned in after
this time will be considered late. One full letter grade will be deducted for
each day the paper is late. Plan ahead to avoid any problems with electronic
submission.

Late Exam arrival/Missed Exam Policy

Students will be allotted the entire class period for exams occurring during
the semester. For final exams, students will be allotted the entire final exam
period that the University has appropriated. Regardless of the time the
student arrives, all students will end the exam at the designated time.

Absences for exams will be excused for participation in formally sanc-
tioned University events if the proper documentation is provided to the
instructor prior to the event. Make-up requests and accompanying expla-
nations received prior to the exam will be evaluated on a case by case basis.
If a student has been excused for the absence, he or she will have five work-
ing days to make up the missed exam. We reserve the right to administer
makeup exams of any format, which may not necessarily correspond to the
original exam’s format. If a student misses an exam and does not have an
excused absence, the student will receive a zero on the exam.

Incomplete grades

Incomplete grades will not be given unless there is an agreement between the
instructors and the student prior to the end of the course. The instructors
reserve the right to determine if the incomplete grade will be given.
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Readings

Most readings will come from academic journals. We will read some of the
most prominent academic work on each topic, interspersed with media cov-
erage of appropriate cases and topics. Students are responsible for obtaining
all materials through the library. Links will be provided to journal articles,
with pdfs available if accessed through the Emory library’s online collection.

One book that is strongly recommended for purchase (we will read a
large proportion of it) is Sustainable Peace: Power and Democracy after
Civil War eds. Philip G. Roeder and Donald Rothchild.

Required Materials:

• Clicker from Turning Technologies (Available for purchase in the Emory
University Bookstore). This must be registered via blackboard by the
end of the second class.

Schedule1

Introduction: 1/12

• No reading

Understanding the Nation, Nationalism

• Concepts and Definitions: 1/14; 1/19

(1)

Connor, Walker. 1994. “A Nation is a Nation, is a State is an Ethnic
group, is a ...” eds. Anthony D. Smith and John Hutchinson. Nation-
alism. New York: Oxford University Press. 36-46.

Gellner, Ernest. 1983. Nations and Nationalism. Chapter 1 (1-7)
“Definitions”; AND Chapter 5 “What is a Nation?” (53-62).

Smith, Anthony D. 1998 Nationalism and Modernism. Chapter 4:
State and Nation, pp 70-96.

1This is a tentative schedule, changes will be made by announcements in class.
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(2)

Chandra, Kanchan 2006 “What is Ethnicity and Does it Matter?” An-
nual Review of Political Science 9: 397-424.

Sutherland, Jabez T. 1908.“The New Nationalist Movement in India.”
The Atlantic. October.

• Theories of the Nation and Nationalism (1/21; 1/26; 1/28; 2/2)

(3)

Geertz, Clifford. 1963. “The Integrative Revolution: Primordial Sen-
timents and Civil Politics in the New States,” in Old Societies and
New States: The Quest for Modernity in Asia and Africa, 105 -157.

Smith, Anthony D. 1998. Nationalism and Modernism. Chapter 7
“Primordialism and Perennialism.”

(4)

Hobsbawm, E and T Ranger. 2012. Invention of Tradition. Cam-
bridge University Press. Chapters 1-2.

Hobsbawm, E. 1992. “Modernity of Nations” in Nations and Nation-
alism Since 1780, 14-45.

(5)

Anderson, Benedict. 2006. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the
Origin and Spread of Nationalism. Verso Press. Chapters 1-3.

(6)

Brubaker, Rogers. 2009. “Ethnicity, Race, and Nationalism.” Annual
Review of Political Science. 35: 21-42.
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Kalyvas, Stathis. 2008. “Ethnic Defection in Civil War.” Compara-
tive Political Studies 41 (8): 1043 - 1068.

Recommended :
Hechter, Michael. 2000. Containing Nationalism. Chapters 1-2.

Snyder, James. 2000. “Nationalist Elite Persuasion in Democratizing
States” in From Voting to Violence. Norton, 121-8.

In class Midterm 2/4

Causes of Conflict

• Identity and Security Concerns (2/9)

(7)

Kaufman, Stewart J. 2011. “Symbols, Frames and Violence: Studying
Ethnic War in the Philippines” International Studies Quarterly 55(4):
937-958.

Posen, Barry R. 1993. “The Security Dilemma and Ethnic Conflict.”
Survival 35(1): 27-47.

Recommended :
Van Evera, Stephen. 1994. “Hypotheses on Nationalism and War.”
International Security 18(4): 5-39.

Fearon, James and David Laitin. 2003. “Ethnicity, Insurgency and
Civil War.” American Political Science Review 97(1): 75-90.

• Grievance, Greed, Economic Concerns (2/11; 2/16)

(8)

Ross, Michael. 2004. “How do Natural Resources Influence Civil
War?” International Organization 58(1): 35-67.
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Ross, Michael. 2014. “What Have We Learned About the Resource
Curse?” working paper.

(9)

Buhaug, Halvard, Lars-Erik Cederman, and Kristian Skrede Gleditsch.
2014. “Square Pegs in Round Holes: Inequalities, Grievances, and
Civil War.” International Studies Quarterly 58: 418 - 431.

White, Gillian B. 2015. “Can Jobs Deter Crime?” The Atlantic. 25
June.

Recommended :
Davies, James 1969 “The J-Curve of Rising and Declining Satisfaction
as a Cause of some Great Revolutions and a Contained Rebellion,” in
Violence in America: Historical and Comparative Perspectives eds.
Gurr and Graham, 547-576.

Tilly, Charles. 1973. ‘‘Does Modernization Breed Revolution?” Com-
parative Politics 5(3) : 425-447.

• Strategic Elites, Rationalist theories (2/18; 2/23; 2/25; 3/1)

(10)

Posner, Daniel. 2004. “The Political Salience of Cultural Difference:
Why Chewas and Tumbukas are Allies in Zambia and Adversaries in
Malawi.” American Political Science Review 98(4): 529-545.

(11)

Khrychikov, Sergey and Hugh Miall. 2002. “Conflict Prevention in
Estonia: The Role of the Electoral System.” Security Dialogue 33(2):
193-208.

Recommended :
deFigueiredo, Rui and Barry Weingast. 1997. “Rationality of Fear:
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Political Opportunism and Ethnic Conflict” in Civil Wars, Insecurity,
and Intervention ed. Barbara Walter and Jack Snyder, 261-302.

Lehmann, Nicholas. 2010. “Terrorism Studies: Social Scientists do
Counterinsurgency” The New Yorker April 26, 2010.

In class Midterm 3/3

Resolving Conflict and Sustainable Solutions to Conflict

• Trends in conflict termination (3/15)

(13)

Betts, Richard. 1994. “The Delusion of Impartial Intervention.” For-
eign Affairs 73(6):20-33.

Smith, Tony 1994. “In Defense of Intervention.” Foreign Affairs 73(6):
34-46.

Straus, Scott. 2005. “Darfur and the Genocide Debate.” Foreign
Affairs. 1 January.

Walter, Barbara F. 1997. “The Critical Barrier to Civil War Set-
tlement.” International Organization 51(3): 335-364.

(14)

No class 3/17

Recommended :

Hendrickson, David C. 1994/1995 “The Democratist Crusade: Inter-
vention, Economic Sanctions and Engagement.” World Policy Journal
11(4): 18-30.
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• Partition vs Integration (3/22; 3/24)

(15)

Kaufman, Chaim. 1996. “Possible and Impossible Solutions to Ethnic
War.” International Security 20(4): 136-175.

(16)

Mearsheimer and Van Evera. 1995. “When Peace Means War.” The
New Republic. December: 16 -21.

Radha Kumar. 1997. “The Troubled History of Partition” Foreign
Affairs 76(1) : 22-34.

• Decentralization/Autonomy (3/29; 3/31)
(17)

Brancati, Dawn. 2006. “Decentralization: Fueling the Fire or Damp-
ening the Flames of Ethnic Conflict and Secessionism.” International
Organization. 60: 651-685.

Bermeo, Nancy. 2004. “Conclusion: The Merits of Federalism,” in Po-
litical Institutions and the Management of Territorial Cleavages. Ed.
Nancy Bermeo and Ugo Amoretti Baltimore: John Hopkins Press,
457-482.

(18)

Hartzell, Caroline, Matthew Hoddie, and Donald Rothchild. 2001.
“Stabilizing the Peace After Civil War: An Investigation of Some Key
Variables.” International Organization 55(1): 183 - 208.

Cederman, Lars-Erik, Simon Hug, Andreas Schädel, and Julian Wucherpfen-
nig. 2013. “Territorial Autohomy in the Shadow of Future Conflict:
Too Little, Too Late?” working paper.
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http://www.jstor.org/stable/3877823
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3877823


• Consociationalism and Power Dividing (4/5)

(19)

Roeder, Philip and Donald Rothchild. 2005. Dilemmas of State-
building in Divided Societies. (Chapter 1) in Sustainable Peace: power
and democracy after civil wars. Roeder, Philip and Donald Rothchild,
eds. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. pp. 1-19.

Roeder, Philip. 2005. Power Dividing as an Alternative to Ethnic
Power Sharing. (Chapter 3) in Sustainable Peace: power and democ-
racy after civil wars. Roeder, Philip and Donald Rothchild, eds.
Ithaca: Cornell University Press. pp. 51-82.

(20)

No class 4/7

New Challenges

• Terrorism (4/12)

(21)

Pape, Robert A. 2003. “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism”
American Political Science Review. 97: 343-361.

TBD – Will be announced in class on 4/5

Papers due at beginning of class 4/14

• Nationalism and International Conflict (4/14; 4/19)

(22)

Schrock-Jacobson, Gretchen. 2012. “The Violent Consequences of the
Nation: Nationalism and the Initiation of Interstate War.” Journal of
Conflict Resolution 56 (5): 825 - 852.
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(23) – Subject to change; will be finalized 4/12

Downs, Erica Strecker and Phillip C. Saunders. 1998/99. “Legitimacy
and the Limits of Nationalism: China and the Diaoyu Islands.” Inter-
national Security 23 (3): 114 - 146.

French, Howard. 2014. “China’s Dangerous Game” (http://www.
theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/11/chinas-dangerous-
game/380789/).

Schiavenza, Matt. 2013. “How a Tiny Island Chain Explains the
China-Japan Dispute.” (http://www.theatlantic.com/china/archive/
2013/12/how-a-tiny-island-chain-explains-the-china-japan-dispute/
281995/).

Wrap up and Final Review 4/21

Final Exam 5/2 3:00pm

Disclaimer: This syllabus is intended to provide an overview of the course.
You cannot claim any rights from it. While the information included within
the syllabus should be a reliable guide for the course, scheduling and dates
may change. Official announcements are always those made in class.
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