
POLS 494 RCH: Illicit Organizations
Fall 2014

Monday: 1-4pm
Location: Tarbutton 116

Professor Danielle F. Jung
Email: danielle.jung@emory.edu
Office Hours: Tuesdays 1-3pm
Location: Tarbutton 319

Course Description

This course explores a range of illicit organizations, focusing on how their
operational constraints affect them. How and why are illicit organizations
different from their licit counterparts? How are their structure, function,
and output related to (or not) their legal status? After an introductory sur-
vey of social and political organizations and several licit organizations, the
course will turn to study more closely a variety of (non-mutually exclusive)
illicit organizations: terrorist and rebel groups; organized crime; gangs; drug
production, trafficking, and sales. Special attention is paid to the similar-
ities and differences between licit and illicit organizations in structure and
function, and effects of policy interventions on the structure, survival, and
output of illicit organizations.

This class is conducted as a seminar. Each week the readings and discussion
will center around a single theme or topic in some detail.

Note: Seminar participants have no need for laptop computers in this class;
do not bring them.

Evaluation

Your grade will be determined as follows:

• Short papers 25 percent: Each student will write 2 short analytical
papers of 4-6 pages each. These papers should respond to the readings
assigned for a given week. Each paper should be a critical response
to the readings, highlighting questions emerging from consideration of
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the readings taken collectively and in the context of the course to that
point, to be discussed at that week’s meeting. Papers should not be
a summary of the readings. Each paper is worth 12.5 percent of the
final grade. Students will sign up during the first week. The papers
are due at the beginning of the class. Papers must be written in 12 pt
font, with 1” margins.

• Attendance and Participation 10 percent: Attendance will be taken,
and students are expected to be active participants in class. Each
student can miss a small number of classes without it impinging on
his or her attendance and participation grade. I will not provide notes
or slides, should there be any; students need to come to class and
participate in the discussion. If you have missed class, please check
with classmates for their notes. If you miss class due to a documented
illness or a family emergency, I would be more than willing to meet
with you and answer any questions you might have about the missed
material.

• Seminar questions 15 percent: To prepare for class discussions, stu-
dents should come to each class with three typed questions to facilitate
discussion. Questions must directly address the readings (and/or how
they relate to the course as a whole). Individual questions may focus
on one reading or the intersection of more than one reading. Each
question will be assessed on a pass/no pass basis. If you plan to miss
class, you will receive a zero. Questions should also be posted to
Blackboard by 11:59PM the day before the class meeting.

• Research paper 40 percent: Each seminar participant will write a 18-
25 page research paper. This paper should deal with a theme covered
in the course, but should constitute original research. We will discuss
reasonable paper topics during the first few course meetings class,
initial topics must be approved. Students should submit a one-page
(minimum) paper proposal on 9/14 describing their research question.
Students must submit an outline of the content and an annotated
bibliography on 10/19. Students should submit a rough draft on 11/9
(peer editing version should be submitted by 11/2. The final paper is
due electronically at noon on 12/19 (early papers are always accepted).

• Presentation 10 percent: Each student will give a 12 minute presen-
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tation of their research paper during the last meetings of class. The
presentation will summarize the argument and evidence offered in the
research paper. More details will be provided in class.

Note: Students must pass each category to pass course.

Reading Material

We will read a variety of different source materials, academic articles, long-
form journalism, as well as books. Most of these materials will be available
through the electronic course reserves, blackboard, or are available elec-
tronically to you through the Emory Library. I recommend purchasing the
following books:

• Venkatesh, Sudhir Alladi American Project: the Rise and Fall of a
Modern Ghetto

• Gambetta, Diego The Sicilian Mafia Harvard University Press

Policies and Expectations

Students with Disabilities

Students requiring any type of academic accommodation should consult with
the Office of Disability services (http://www.ods.emory.edu/) and discuss
the issue with me within the first week of class.

Academic Integrity

I will follow the guidelines established by Emory College, which can be found
at catalog.college.emory.edu/academic/policy/honor code.html

Email and Office Hours

Every attempt will be made to respond to germane emails within one busi-
ness day.

Late Assignments

All assignments are due on the announced due date during the first 10 min-
utes of class. Any assignment turned in after this period will be considered
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one day late. One full letter grade will be deducted for each day the as-
signment is late. Seminar questions will not be accepted late. Research
paper milestones turned in late will incur a late penalty as specified on the
assignment.

Incomplete grades

Incomplete grades will not be given unless there is an agreement between
the instructor and the student prior to the end of the course. The instructor
reserves the right to determine if the incomplete grade will be given.

Schedule

Introduction

Meeting 1 (9/8): Overview and Logistics

Meeting 2 (9/14): Section 1: Licit Organizations

What are social organizations? Why do we need them? How do they solve
collective action problems? How do they affect outcomes both socially and
individually? What is the variety of organizational structure? These weeks
explore a variety of licit organizations to allow us to compare and contrast
in subsequent weeks.

(Meeting 2)

• Hardin, Garrett. 1968. Tragedy of the Commons. Science

• Milgrom, North, and Weingast “The Role of Institutions in the Revival
of Trade: The Law Merchant, Private Judges and the Champagne
Fairs” Economics and Politics Vol 2(1):1-23

• Olson, Mancur. 1993. “Dictatorship Democracy and Development”
American Political Science Review Vol.87(3):567-576

• Elickson Order without Law Selected Chapters

• Lansing, J Stephen Perfect Order Chapters 3, 4

Recommended:
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Tilly, Charles. 1985 “War making and State Making as Organized
Crime” in Bringing the State Back In eds. Peter Evans, Dietrich
Rueschemeyer, and Theda Skocpol. Cambridge: Cambridge Univer-
sity Press. 1985

Bates, Robert, Avner Greig, and Smita Singh. 2002. “Organizing Vi-
olence” The Journal of Conflict Resolution Vol.46(5):599-628

Section 2: Illicit Organizations What are the hallmarks of this type
of organization? What are their organizational goals and needs? What
about their operational enviornment makes them organize and function dif-
ferently than their licit counterparts?

(9/21; 9/28) Illicit Organizations: Terrorist and Rebel Organizations

(Meeting 3: 9/21)

• Berman, Eli 2009. Radical, Religious and Violent MIT Press. Chap-
ters 4, 5 (Recommended: 6)

• Johnston, Patrick B. 2012 “Does Decapitation Work? Assessing the
Effectiveness of Leadership Targeting in Counterinsurgency Campaigns”
International Security 36(4):47-79

• “Foundations of the Islamic State: Management, Money and Terror
In Iraq, 2005-2010” RAND report 2015, select chapters

(Meeting 4: 9/28)

• Peters, Gretchen. 2012 “Haqqani Network Financing: The Evolution
of an Industry” Harmony Program: The Combating Terrorism Center
at West Point

• Shapiro, Jacob N and David A. Siegel 2007 “Underfunding in terrorist
organizations” International Studies Quarterly 51(2): 405-429
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• Weinstein, Jeremy “Resources and the Information Problem in Rebel
Recruitment” Journal of Conflict Resolution Vol.49(4):598-624

• Heger, Lindsay and Danielle Jung. Working paper. “Negotiating with
Rebel Governments: the Effect of Service Provision on Conflict Out-
comes”

Section 3: Illicit Organizations: Mafia, crime, gangs, drugs (10/5; 10/19;
10/26)

(Meeting 5: 10/5)

• Gambetta, Diego The Sicilian Mafia: The Business of Private Protec-
tion, Chapters 1, 3, 5, 7

• Skarbek, David. 2011. “Governance and Prison Gangs” American
Political Science Review Vol. 105 No 4.

(Meeting 6: 10/19)

• Leeson, Peter. 2007. “An-arrgh-chy” Journal of Political Economy
Vol 115(6): 1049-1094

• Gettleman, Jeffrey. 2008. “Somali Pirates Tell Their Side: They Want
Only Money” The New York Times (Oct 1)

• Pelton, Robert Young. 2011. “Somali Pirates’ Rich Returns” Bloomberg
Businessweek (May 12)

(Meeting 7: 10/26)

• Levitt, Steven D. and Sudhir Alladi Venkatesh. 2000. “An Economic
Analysis of a Drug-Selling Gang’s Finances” The Quarterly Journal of
Economics Vol. 115(3):755-789.
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• Kenney, Michael. 2007. “The architecture of drug trafficking: Net-
work Forms of Organization in the Colombian Cocaine Trade” Global
Crime Vol 8(3)

• Finnegan, William. 2010. “Silver or Lead: The drug Cartel La Familia
gives local officials a choice: Take a bribe or a bullet” The New Yorker
(May 31)

• Guillermoprieto, Alma. 1991. “Letter from Medellin” The New Yorker
(April 22)

Section 4: Grab Bag (11/2)

Meeting 8: 11/2

• Mandel, Robert 2011. Dark Logic: Transnational Criminal Tactics
and Global Security Chapters 4-5, 7 Stanford University Press.

• Zirin, Dave. 2013. “Slave Labor? Mass Prisons? FIFA Mangles the
World Cup and the Beautiful Game.” The Nation. 26 September.

• Cassidy, John 2015. “ FIFA’s Sepp Blatter has finally met his match”The
New Yorker May 28, 2015

• “Prostitution and the Internet” The Economist (August 9, 2014)

• Wong, Wendy H. and Peter A. Brown. Forthcoming “E-bandits in
Global Activism: Wikileaks, Anonymous, and the Politics of No One”
Perspectives on Politics 11(4)
Recommended:

• “Trafficking in Human Beings and Smuggling of Migrants” 2005. in
Handbook of Transnational Crime and Justice, ed. Philip Reichel p
181-203
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Writing workshop: Meeting 9: 11/9

Rough drafts due in-class editing

Section 5: Toward a broader theory of organizations (11/16, 11/23)

American Project Entire book read by 11/16.

Meetings 12 and 13 (12/30; 12/7)

Wrap up and Student Presentations

Disclaimer: This syllabus is intended to provide an overview of the
course. You cannot claim any rights from it. While the information
included within the syllabus should be a reliable guide for the course,
scheduling and dates may change. Official announcements are always
those made be in lecture.
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